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[PRESIDENTIAL
Dr. L M Singhavi

WIC was launched with high hopes and great
expectations. We invited our Prime Minister to launch
it. [t was meant to fulfill the shared vision and dreams,
which have been the warp and woof of the Jain Tradition
through the ages. Those aspirations are made up of
allegiance to Ahimsa, Anekant Apaarigraha and
Asteya and the hopes and dreams for a renascent
ascent of human consciousness and a reconstruction
of the individual and the society. Ahimsa is the shining
solar power of the universe of Jainism. Anekanta is
the tranquilizing lunar light in the encircling darkness
of claims and counterclaims, affimations and denials,
assertions and refutations Aparigrah is another name
for Restraint and Moderation for the householder; a
Good Grahastha Shravaka. Karma and Jeeva Daya
is the fresh air and pure water. Asteya and Achaurya
signify personal and professional integrity and rejection
of self-centered greed in the rat race of life, and a
sense of equity and social justice. That is also the
philosophy, which Vedanta embraced and expounded.
Said the seers in Isa Upanishad “Tena Tyaktene hi,
Bhunjhtha” (81 =hw & wsftan Tapas and Tyaga,
Karma and Ahimsa, Tolerance and Truth are
integral to the Jain tradition and its value system.
Steeped in that tradition and value system, delegates
went from India to Chicago to attend the first Pariament
of World’s Religions. Swami Vivekananda electrified
the world by his famous address and speeches to the
delegates and to “Brother and Sisters of America”.
From that composite quintessential wisdom of India
arose Srimad Rajchandra and Mahatma Gandhi
enlivens the philosophy of Ahmisa and the message
of Gita and Vedenta for our age and time.

Few Indians are aware that a Jain barrister, the
late Shri Virchand Raghaviji Gandhi, who was born at
Mahua in Gujarat on August 25 1864 went to Chicago
to attend first ever Parliament of Religious and was
very much with Swami Vivekananda. He was a member
of the Indian team in Chicago in the last decade of
the 19" Century when Swami Vivekananda interpreted
the quintessential heritage of India to the world. Shri
Virchand Raghavji Gandhi who was an exponent of

Indian Culture, and was also an erudite Jain scholar,
a philosopher, reformer and patriot. The late Shri
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Virchand Raghaviji Gandhi had a brilliant academic
record fo his credit. He secured the first position at the
matriculation held in Bhavanagar and obtained the
Bachelor’s degree of B.A. with Honors from the
Elphinstone College in Bombay and later qualified as
a Barrister from London. He was a polyglot and is
reputed to have been familiar with 14 languages. He
translated a book from French. He was well versed in
the Indian system of philosophy as well as western
philosophy. An activist, he fought the ‘Piggery Case’,
and succeeded in having the slaughterhouses at the
sacred hills of Sammetshikhar closed down. He also
succeeded in abolishing the poll tax levied on Jain
Pilgrims at the Shatrunjaya Tirth by the Thakore Scheb
of Palitana.

| had the privilege of unveiling a statute of the
Late Virchandbhai Gandhi in Chicago. It is believed
that he delivered as many as 535 speeches during
his sojourn both in U.S.A. and Britain. He published
a book “Jainism in Western Garb as a solution to
Life’s Great Problems’. He was a prolific writer on
Jain philosophy, Yoga, the principle of Karma and
the Six Systems of Indian Philosophy. He attended
the Indian National Congress in Pune. He represented
the Jains at the “Dharma Mahotsava’ held at Ajmer
in 1895 and was awarded the Gold Medal. In 1899
he attended the International Commerce Conference,
representing Asia. Virchand bhai founded “The
Society for the Education of Women” of which Ms
Howard was the secretary.

Virchandbhai Gandhi’s life and work was a
notable feather in the cap of India. It is unfortunate
that the posterity knows little or nothing about the
illustrious son of India.

| would like to pay my tribute and homage of
reverence and remembrance to that great leader of
the Jain tradition in the nineteenth century and the
early part of the twentieth century. The World Jain
Confederation owes it itself and the late Virchandbhai
Gandhi’s memory to create an appropriate memorial,
to assist the members of his family to publish all his
works. WJC should also bring to the fore the story
and work of the late Virchand Raghavji Gandhi for
the benefit of all Indians and the whole world at large.
| am saddened by the neglect of history from which
the Jain Society suffers. We must remember that
Renaissance is always rooted in history and the vitality
of futuristic vision in time and space. It is high time
Jains woke up globally.
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Special Editorial

World Parliament Of Religion

We can certainly believe that the 2004
World parliament of Religion will prove to
be an important landmark in the journey of
the global society to achieve peace.
Accomplishment in today’s electronic age has
empowered human intellect to work at a great
speed. Perhaps therefore, religion will have a
place in deciding what this jet-set intellect
wants to achieve.

There are umpteen examples in the history
of human culture to show that attempts of
creating a society guided by intellectual powers
have brought with them the evils of
contradiction, violence, fear, pain and
exploitation. In all such times, great men toiled
to transform such intellect-ridden societies into
tolerant ones. People in different countries or
different societies classified these attempts as
religions and offered them as theories for
balanced development. But the different form
of ‘New Religion’, ‘Old Religion’ and their
confused definations were running side-by-
side. A world religion congress in 1893
presented before the world society a grand
scenario which formed the basis of comparison
between religions followed by western and
oriental societies.

Just at the ending of three centuries of
machine-age, when the mark of imperialism
and materialism, was at its zenith, Swami
Vivekananda with the theory of co-existence
of Sanatan Dharma and Virchand Gandhi

- Chetanya Kasyap

with the anekantavada (pluralism) principle
embodied in Jainism, stunned the religious
thinkers of the world. After that the world
witnessed two great wars triggered by
unbridled imperialism. Communism which
articulated itself as a staunch anti-religion
thought and eventually settled as an
independent doctrine.

Finally, in 1993, another world religion
congress was organised by the citizens of
Chicago. Thereafter the organisation of one
in 1999 in Africa and now in 2004 at Spain
has brought out clearly that democracy is the
only structure that makes possible a
comparative scrutiny of all welfare efforts. It
also underlines that the religion in different form
ornamented with pluralism (anekantavada)
can be nurtured for the welfare of the world
full of co-existence.

World Jain Confederation is participating in
this 2004-World parliament of Religion. Its attempt
to present the Jain philosophy before the world
auvdience underlines Jain community’s
commitment towards the world welfare.

| wish this parliament ably addresses the
impending challenges such as shortages,
terrorism, religious and economic eccentricity
or hostilities, while harnessing the thoughts of
great religious thinkers to create peace loving,
fear-free and restrained people, who will prove
it to be a landmark in the process of creating
a mutually co-operative global society.
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WHY RELIGION

The 2004 Parliament of World's religion is
going to be held in Barcelona Spain from 7™
to 13" July. The mission of the council for a
Parliament of the World’s Religion is to cultivate
harmony among the world’s religious and
spiritual communities and contribute to a
better world from their riches of wisdom and
compassion.

If we look back in the history there has been
no entirely new religion since the beginning of
this world. The elements and roots of the
religion were there as far back as we can trace
the history of mankind. In the ancient world,
there was no difference between philosophy
and religion. The word ‘philosophy” is derived
from the Greek words ‘philps’ (love) and
‘sophia’ (wisdom) which etymologically means
the ‘love of wisdom’. The word religion comes
from the latin word ‘religio’ (to bind). Thus,
religion is the art of living, through right action,
in harmony, within ourselves and with others
to lead a life of peace and happiness. Although
different definitions are given to explain
philosophy and religion, they do not contradict
each other. They are the two modes under
which man and society raise the life of a higher
and nobler level.

The 1893 Parliament, was the first formal
public meeting of representatives of the major
religions in the history of the world. John Henry
Barrows, spokesman of the 1893 Parliament,
saw it as the beginning of a united Christian
church. However, he also turned to comparative
religion for illumination with the objectives of
presenting to the West the religious reality of
the world, presenting to the non-Western world
the best available views on the relations of
Christianity and other religions and to examine
the near Eastern roots of Christianity.

- Ila Shah

In the Parliament of Religions Chicago
1893, the much acclaimed was given to Swami
Vivekananda'’s famous sentence “My brothers
and sisters of America” but there was also this
young man of 29 called Shri Virchand Raghvii
Gandhi ‘The first Apostle of Jainism in the
Western country’ who not only propagated
Jainism but also practiced and to whom this
issue of ‘Ahimsa World’ is dedicated.

After the first Parliament in 1893, the largest
1993 centenary celebration of parliament of
the world’s religions was again held in Chicago.
It includes an attempt to define and then use
as a global standard for behaviour the central
ethical principles common to all religions. The
provisional conference document signed by
many of the leaders — “The Declaration Towards
a Global Ethic” —included agreement on what
has been called the Golden rule.

We live in a pluralist inter-racialist and multi-
faith society and the need to understand one
another is greater than ever before. Many
people are also concerned with social
problems, deprivation, injustice and imbalance
of wealth throughout the world and subscribe
to belief systems intended to bring about
change in the human conditions. Religion helps
to uncover meaning in the midst of the
mundane and describe ideals which can
radically transform people.

There is a principle, which is found and has
persisted in many religious and ethical
traditions of humankind for thousands of years:
what you do not wish done to yourself, do not
do to others. Or in positive terms: what you
wish done yourself, do to others! This should
be the irrevocable, unconditional norm for all
areas of life, for families and communities, for
races, nations and religions.
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FAMILY TREE OF GREAT SH. VIRCHAND GANDHI
LT. SH. VIRCHAND GANDHI

!

1 Son

!

Lt. Sh. Mohanlall\lirchand Gandbhi

r 2 Sons ‘

1. Lt. Sh. Dhirajlal M. Gandhi 2. LT. Sh. Rasiklal M. Gandhi
Smt. Champaben D. Gandhi-65 (No. 1 in the Photograph) Smt. Rasilaben R. Gandhi
1 i
3 Sons 3 daughters 2 Sons 2 daughter
—> Sh. Dilipkumar D. Gandhi 40 Left Bhavnagar long back and no contact

(No. 2 in the Photograph)

=> Sh. Kirtikumar D. Gandhi 30
(No. 3 in the Photograph)

—> Sh. Chandreshkumar D. Gandhi
(No. 4 in the Photograph)

3| daughters

—_
Smt. Kundanben Himmatlal Shah
(No. 5 in the Photograph)

=> Ms. Harshaben D. Gandhi
(No. 6 in the Photograph)

=> Ms. Rupal D. Gandhi
(No. 7 in the Photograph)

—> Mrs. Dilipkumar D. Gandhi
(No. 8 in the Photograph)
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SRI VIRCHAND R. GANDHI MEMORIAL TRUST
FOUNDED BY WJC & JAINA

WIC and JAINA have jointly founded “Sri \
Virchand Raghavji Gandhi Memorial Trust”. The

1

-

Trust is formed to suitably modify the current VRG's :
birth home with modern amenities in Mahuva, ;

1 e 4 Al
Gujarat and to have a permanent memorial in it 1 4.0
and to take necessary steps that the Samiti may feel ARy -
appropriate for raising awareness of his mission, his :

memorial and pursue with the Government of India
the matter regarding issuing the commemorative
postal stamp in his honor. He was responsible in
closing down the slaughter house in Sametshikhar,
abolishing poll tax on Jain pilgrims at Shatrunjaya
and sending money and shipload of grains to India
from U.S.A. in the worst famine of 1896-97, raising
awareness in the West of the importance of Jainism
as an ancient vibrant world religion, propagating
the relevance of Jain tenets Ahimsa, Anekant and
Aparigrah and spread Bhagwan Mahavir’s
message across the world and defending the Indian
culture and Hindu religion under the unjust criticism
in the Parliament and later on, in spite of lot of odds, Virchand Gandhi
by attending the first ever Parliament of World RN
Religions held at Chicago in 1893 and visiting
England, France, Germany and other places during 1895 and his subsequent two visits to the West,
Europe and U.S.A. He wanted to continue these activities for a long time but unfortunately death
snatched him away at an early age of 37. He sacrificed his brilliant legal career, lived and died for
the cause of Jainism and service to humanity. For details: Contact Pravin C. Shah, 28 Dyckman
Ave., New Hyde Park, N.Y. 11040; Tel. 516-248-8265 or Email: kenpet 007 @hotmail. com”
Indian friends can donate to World Jain Confederation (WJC) World Jain Confederation, Shah &
Nahar Industrial Estate, 338/340 Al Wing, 3rd Floor Lower Parel (West), Mumbai 400 013.
Tel./FaxNo. 9122 5662 5823 or email: wic@vsnl.net

PAY YOUR TRUE HOMAGES BY DONATIONS, TO THIS FIRST EVER APOSTLE OF JAINISM IN
WESTERNS COUNTRIES TO HELP TO ELEVATE THE LIVING CONDITION OF HIS IMMEDIATE
FAMILY IN MAHUA-BHAVNAGAR GUIJRAT - INDIA -
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and the Day After Today

Certain personalities
leave indelible
footprints on the sands
of time, their legacy is
not affected by the
constantly revolving
wheel of time.

At the World Religions
Conference held in
Chicago, U. S. A,
almost a century ago,
America, and the west,
for the first time, heard the determined, spirited,
resonant voice of ancient India, and the message
of Indian philosophy and culture. Two Indian
delegates participating at this conference
awakened the western world to the spiritual
heritage of India. One of these was Swami
Vivekanand whose success in the World Religions
Conference of Chicago is fresh in everyone’s
memory today. But the contribution of another
Indian delegate to the same Conference, Shri
Virchand Raghavji Gandhi, the representative of
the Jain religion, has a claim to equal attention by
vitue of the success he achieved at the
Conference and also by his work as a religious
thinker.

Hundred years ago in 1893, more than three
thousand delegates of different nations and
religions had assembled at the conference. The
conference was inaugurated of 11th September,
1893, and Virchand Gandhi, Swami Vivekanand,
P C. Majumdar and other eminent scholars from
India were present as distinguished participants.
The aim of this religious conference was to impart
to the world the knowledge of different religions,
and to promote a feeling of fraternity between
followers of diverse religious persuasion, and so
to pave the way for world peace.

- Dr. Kumar Pal Desai

Virchand Gandhi, a young man of twenty-
nine, impressed the delegates not only by his
eloquence, but also by the sheer weight of his
scholarship. The scholarship, the impartiality of
outlook and the oratorical skill of this man
fascinated the delegates at the conference of
World Religions. An American newspaper wrote,
“of all Eastern scholars it was this youth whose
lecture of Jain faith and conduct was listened to
with the interest engaging the greatest attention.”

Virchand Gandhi talked about the doctrines
of Jainism in such a coherent manner that some
newspapers published the text of his lecture in
full. He had a most effective way of handling the
otherwise abstruse terminology of Jainism. He
had an extraordinary ability to clarify his
statements in a consistent and logical manner. As
he expounded his views, he would give his own
interpretations of some of the most difficult
points. He spoke as a Jain and yet he often took
sides with Hindus but above all, he always spoke
as an Indian.

At the conference Virchand Gandhi
expounded the Jain religion in two of its main
aspects, namely, Jain philosophy and the Jain
way of life. He elucidated the nine elements, the
six types of Jivas, the subtle strands of thought in
Jain philosophy regarding DRAVYARTHIK and
PARYAYARTHIKANAYA, the Syadvad and other
philosophical aspects which fascinated all the
cardinal principles of Jain cosmology. His
discourses convinced the elite of America of the
fact that the Jain religion has an authentic and
rational religious tradition. Expressing his joy
about this new knowledge, an American
gentlemen gave his opinion about Virchand
Gandhi in these words :

“In this religious gathering a number of
philosophers, preachers and scholars came from

July-September 2004
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India and delivered lectures and each one of
them presented a new perspective and
presented a new element so as to convince
that their religion ranks high with great religions
of the world among them was an outstanding
young man of Jain religion who gave new
ideas about morality and philosophy. Though
he is only a house-holder and not @ monk or
religious preacher, he can expound so well.
Who must then be his gurus 2 His simple but
striking philosophy of life is worth knowing,
worth understanding.”

Another special characteristic of Virchand
Raghavji Gandhi’s lectures on the Jain religion
was that they did not deal in criticism of other
religions. The lectures served to educate the
American society regarding the salient features
of Indian culture. Virchand Raghavji Gandhi is
the author of The “Yoga Philosophy’, ‘The Jain
Philosophy’ and other books of which ‘The
Karma Philosophy’ may be regarded as his best
contribution.

Virchand Gandhi was not only a
philosophical thinker but he also had the welfare
of the nation at heart. There prevailed in America
the belief that India was a country of tigers,
serpents, magicians and the Kings. Chirstian
missionaries also presented to foreign countries
a distered picture of the people in India.
Explaining the importance of Indian culture to
foreigners, he said, “Itis an astonishing fact that
foreigners have been constantly attacking India
and in the face of all these aggressions the soul
of India has stood vital and watchful. Her
conduct and religion are safe and the whole
world looks at India with a steady gaze.”

As early as in the year 1893 Virchand
Gandhi talked of the economic and political
freedom of India. He said to the American
people : “India is at present under the foreign
hell. She is independent in the field of religion
but when India will be free, she will not invade
any country in a violent manner.”

W Ahimsa World

Five decades before the independence of
India, Virchand Gandhi had the prophetic
sense; he said in his lecture of ‘The Jain
Philosophy’ ~ “You know my brothers and
sisters, that we are not an independent nation.
We are subjects of Her Gracious Majesty
Queen Victoria” the ‘defender of the faith’, but
it we are a nation in all that name implies with
our own government and our own rulers, with
our laws and institutions controlled by us free
and independent, | affirm that we should seek
to establish and for ever maintain peaceful
relations with all the nations of the world.”

Virchand Gandhi made such a great impact
that the conveners and scholars of the
conference of world religions awarded a silver
medal to him. Subsequently on 8th August
1894 the citizens of Kasadova awarded a gold
medal to him. In this city he delivered a lecture
on ‘Some mistakes corrected.’ The newspaper,
‘Buffalo Courier’, records the immense success
of the lecture. In America Virchand Gandhi
founded two institutions namely, ‘The Gandhi
Philosophical Society” and ‘The School of
Oriental Philosophy’. In Chicago he founded
an institution namely ‘Society for the Education
of Women of India.” The secretary of this
institution was Mrs. Howard who had adopted
pure vegetarianism and other codes of conduct
of Jainism under the influence of Virchand
Gandhi. As sister Nivedita became Swami
Vivekananda’s disciple, so Mrs. Howard
became Virchand Gandhi’s disciple and like
Jain she practised Samayika.

Later, Virchand Gandhi went to England,
where he fulfilled his desire to be a barrister but
he did not use this training for monetary gain.
Considering the curiosity for Jainism in England,
he started a coaching class. Later he founded
the Jain Literature Society’ in London. Herbert
Warren, a religious enthusiast, abandoned non-
vegetarianism and adopted the Jain religion. He
took notes of Virchand Gandhi’s lectures and
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wrote in English a book on the Jain religion.
Moreover, Charles C. Bonny, the President of
the Conference of world religions, was
impressed by him. At the time of the famine of
1896-97 in India, Mr. Bonny was the president
of the Famine Relief Committee founded in
America by Virchand Gandhi. This committee
immediately sent fo India forty thousand Rupees
and a steamer full of corn. During this travel
Virchand Gandhi delivered as many as 535
lectures. He had the command of fourteen
languages including Gujarati, Hindi, Bengali,
English, Sanskrit and French.

The short life span of Virchand Raghaviji
Gandhi is full of multifarious achievements. He
was the first graduate of the Jain society to get
his BA with Hons. in 1884. When his father
died in 1890, he did not allow the primitive
practices of wailing and breast-beating during
mourning. At the age of twenty-one, as the
secretary of ‘Shri Jain Association of India’, he
worked for the abolition of poll-tax levied on
pilgrims to Palitana.

Annoyed by poll-tax and other forms of
harassment, the Anandji Kalyanji firm had filed
a suit against the rule of Palitana. But Sursinghii,
the ruler (Thakor) of Palitana, was a right-hand
man of the Political Agent. Virchand Gandhi
took up the problem. He met Lord Ray, the
governor of Bombay, and Colonel Watson, the
Political Agent and made a strong representation
and eventually forced the abolition of the poll-
tax. An English man set up at Mt. Sametshikhar,
a place of pilgrimage in Bihar, a factory for
extracting pig’s fat on order. Virchand Gandhi
went all the way to Calcutta to have the work
on the project stopped. He stayed in Calcutta
and learnt the Bengali language and did not
give up his fight until he achieved his objectives
and got the factory closed down. He attended
the international Commerce Conference as an
all-Asia delegate. As a delegate from Bombay,

W Ahimsa World

he attended the Indian National Congress held
at Pune in 1895. He was a strong advocate of
Rashtriya Mahasabha or the congress and in
intimate contact with Mahatma Gandbhi. In a
letter written to Virchand Gandhi’s son,
Gandhiji sends his blessing and asks :

"Have you adopted any ideals of your father 2°

Virchand Gandhi passed away in 1901
when he was only thirty seven.

The late Virchand Raghavji Gandhi was
fondly remembered by all the people in 1983.
Just hundred years before at that very time the
Parliament of Religions of the world was held
in Chicago in the United States of America. A
library was started at Mahuwa in memory of
Virchand Raghavii, just outside the premises
of the library at Mahuwa and also outside the
Jain Derasar at Chicago, a statue of the late
Virchand Raghaviji was installed.

Attempts are being made for converting the
house at Mahuwa in which the late Virchand
Raghavii stayed as a permanent memorial in his
name. The manuscripts of the books written by
the late Virchand Raghaviji can be placed in that
memorial. Secondly, the photographs of the
Parliament of World Religions held at Chicago in
1893 can also be displayed in the house.

He fought many legal battles in India. The
legal documents and records pertaining to the
cases should be procured for the preservation.

Pandit Sukhalalji had suggested years
before that the books written by the late
Virchand Raghavji Gandhi should be
translated into Gujarati. Hence attempts
should be made to reprint it as early as
possible.

Swami Vivekanand has travelled to America
in the company of the late Virchand Gandhi.
The Swami used to address him ‘Oh, my dear
Gandhi’ in his letters. Attempts should be
made to collect details of their association with
each other.
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JAYANTSEN MUSEUM

World's Finest 3-D Art Gallery On Jainology
You are Cordially Invited at Shri Mohankheda Tirth

LL| s o e el 7.9

: 3 Dimensional presentation of complete Jainological events & concepts
in nine blocks and many other architectural structure and meditation facilities.

JAYANT JYOTI Kirti Stambha
(71 feet height in 5 Floors)

Discourse Center
& Library

AIPR geFETS

Shri Jayantsen Museum, Mohankheda Tirth (M. P.)

Vice President - Sewantilal Morakhiya President Executive Director - Sohanlal Parekh
Motilal Haran Chetanya Kumar Kasyap Secretary - Amritlal Jain

Trustees : Bhanwarlal Kataria, Prakashchandra Hirani, Ghisulal Jain, Ghewarchand Jogani, Paras Jain, Suresh Tanted, S. M. Sanghvi, Kantilal Ohra, Naresh Bafna

Shri Mohankheda Tirth Road, Rajgarh District (Dhar) (M. P) India - 454116 Tel. : 07296-235320/232320

www.mohankhedatirth.org E-mail- museumi@mohankhedatirth.org
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Any religion that 1s not based on
respect for life is not a true religion
Bilviilic e cxtends his circle of
compassion to all living things, man
will not himself find peace.

- Albert Schweitzer

WITH BEST COMPLIMENTS FROM

ATuL LD
Atul 396020, Gujarat, India

&

A MEMBER OF LALBHAI GROUP

While we create wealth for the society,
we also preserve the environment
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